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June 2010

Dear Members and Friends of the Corsica, 

We are continuing to make substantial progress. A number of programs and activities designed to keep pollution out of our rivers and streams have been completed and others are underway. In addition, CRC and its partners will soon be receiving long awaited funding awarded in 2009 but long delayed because of state budget problems.  CRC membership now exceeds 670, a 12% increase over the past six months. Much of this is due to members recruiting other members. Keep up the good work. Our aim is to reach out to all 1600 families in the watershed. 

Sometimes progress seems agonizingly slow. One problem is the difficulty in measuring the impact of our many efforts on the health of the river. This is because pollutants which leaked into the groundwater years ago continue to migrate into the river and its tributaries. It may take years for these pollutants to be purged from the watershed. Progress is also difficult to measure because of temporary changes in the river’s health due to changes in the weather (e.g., the amount of pollution flowing into the river from storm water at any given time depends on the amount of rainfall.)  

However, we are beginning to see some real signs of long term improvement. We have yet to see substantial changes in the river, but we are beginning to see improvement in the creeks which feed the river.  In the 2009 Chester River Report Card (which includes data from the Corsica River) the creeks feeding the Corsica have been upgraded from a C+ to a B.  A grade of B means that most water quality and biological health indicators meet 60% to 79% of desired levels which provide good habitat conditions for fish and shellfish. The Three Bridges Branch, which has improved from 12% of desired levels in 2006 to 52% in 2008 and 72% in 2009, has shown the most improvement.

Thank you for your continued support of the Corsica River Conservancy.  With your help we can continue to make a difference!

Sincerely,

Jim Malaro

President, Corsica River Conservancy

P.O Box 235, Centreville, MD  21617

www.corsicariverconservancy.org
E-mail: corsicariverconservancy@verizon.net
Membership contributions are tax-deductible under the Foundation for Community Partnerships, a 501(c) (3) non-profit organization, of which Corsica River Conservancy is a member.

Highlights from the Past Six Months    June 2010

Rain Gardens

Rain gardens continue to be an important focus of our efforts to reduce pollution flowing into the Corsica River. Fifty residential rain gardens have been completed this spring, bringing the total to 243 completed to date. Over seventy of these have been installed in Symphony Village and thirty in Northbrook. 

A new rain garden at Kennard Elementary School was completed on Saturday, May 8.  The bed was excavated and amended by employees of International Landscaping and Design and Middleton’s Construction Co.  A very organized, well-coordinated group of students and parents planted, watered and mulched the bed with assistance from the Corsica River Conservancy.  
Note: Every homeowner in the Watershed is eligible to apply for a free rain garden valued at up to $2000. However, funds are limited and applications will be processed on a first-come first-serve basis. If you are interested in having a rain garden installed on your property, contact CRC at corsicariverconservancy@verizon.net.   If you have questions about the program, please contact Debbie Pusey at debbiepusey@verizon.net; Steve Sharkey at stevesharkey@verizon.net or Cass Smith at cassmsmith@aol.com.  
Shoreline Restoration

On June 5 a group of volunteers led by the MD Dept. of  Natural Resources (DNR) and the CRC planted three varieties of marsh grass to establish a living shoreline on the property of Loring Hawes at the mouth of the Corsica River. Among the volunteers were 15 scouts from Boy Scout Troop 190 in Easton.    
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Oyster Aquaculture

CRC is completing its first round of oyster growing in connection with the Maryland Grows Oysters (MGO) program. Oysters that have been grown in the 140 cages hung from participant's piers, are now being deposited in one of the two Corsica River  oyster sanctuaries.  CRC will be getting new oyster spat to restock cages for the next round later this year. Oysters are important to the health of the river.  They provide a natural mechanism for filtering pollutants from the water. 

In May Governor O’Malley announced plans to increase the number and quality of oyster sanctuaries and make it easier for watermen and others to get into the oyster aquaculture business.  Under the new plan the state will expand its sanctuary network from 9%  to 25% of the viable oyster habitat.  Presently there are two small oyster sanctuaries at the mouth of the Corsica River. We are hoping that all or most of the Corsica will be made an oyster sanctuary. The existing small sanctuaries are extremely difficult to police and have been raided by poachers in the past.

Implementers Tour

Restoration of the Corsica River Watershed is a collaborative effort with many partners including Federal and State agencies, Queen Anne’s County, the town of Centreville, and non-profit organizations like the CRC. The partners are part of an Implementers Group (IG) under the guidance of John McCoy, Program Manager, Ecosystem Restoration Services, MD Department of Natural Resources. The IG meets monthly to exchange ideas and coordinate the many programs and activities now underway.  The partnership has been a fruitful one accomplishing much more than the members could have accomplished individually. On May 11 the IG toured some of the activities now underway in the watershed.  These included:

(1) The QAC Soil Conservation District demonstration manure composter located at the Crawford Chance horse farm.  The composter is portable and can economically compost manure on site that would normally release nutrients into rivers and streams. The objective is to help small local horse farms that cannot afford to have their manure transported to a large commercial composter.

(2) The new wetlands constructed behind the Corsica Technology building which retains and filters water running northward down both Liberty and Commerce Streets before the water reaches the river. 

(3) A Stormwater retention system designed to slow and capture water running downhill from Turpin and Banjo Lanes. This system has so far proved ineffective and will have to be redesigned. This is a reminder that, despite our best efforts, not all projects have been successful.  

(4) A retrofit underway at Retention Pond #2 in Symphony Village. Pond #2 is the collection point for much of the water from impervious areas (e.g., rooftops, driveways and streets). It is being retrofitted with trees, plant and grasses to allow for better Stormwater filtration. Ken Staver, a University of MD hydrologist is monitoring water in the pond to assess the effectiveness of the retrofit to remove pollutants before they reach our rivers and streams.

Stream Cleanup

Volunteers were out in force for Stream Cleanup Day on April 10. It was the best turnout yet. 98 volunteers participated at 4 sites (Millstream Park, North Brook, Symphony Village, and the Wharf). They collected 2500 pounds of trash including everything and the kitchen sink. The Town of Centreville provided 3 trucks on site and had to add a 4th to pick up trash at Symphony Village.  Stream Cleanup Day is a Bay wide effort. This year volunteers removed a total of 108 tons of litter from the Bay.  A lot can be done if we all do a little.
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Funding

In 2009 CRC in partnership with the QAC Dept. of Public Works, Town of Centreville, and Chesapeake Wildlife Heritage applied for a Corsica River Watershed Bay Trust Grant. Although we were awarded the grant, payment was delayed because of state budgetary problems. However, some funds were restored in this legislative session and CRC will receive about $200,000 to be used for restoration projects between September 2010 and December 2011. Among other things, these funds will help CRC continue its successful rain garden, bioswale and river monitoring programs and to expand its education & outreach program.  

Education & Outreach

CRC continues to focus on educating young people and instilling in them an awareness of the need to restore and preserve the river and the watershed. We are doing this through a series of programs aimed at students from 4th grade through high school. On May 13, CRC members Debbie & Don Pusey and Jim Malaro presented a series of lectures and hands-on activities to students at Kennard Elementary as part of their annual Bay Days program.
On April 28, Chris Judy of DNR and Steve Sharkey of CRC lectured two groups of Gunston Day School students on oyster production at Horn Pt. and the Maryland Grows Oyster program being carried out in the Corsica River.  After the second presentation a workshop was conducted on Gunston’s dock showing the students how to care for the oyster cages, count the spat on the oyster shells and keep records. 

Symphony Village

Work was begun on Symphony Village pond enhancements in May. The goal of the project is to enhance the design of two existing storm water management ponds located at the Symphony Village Community in Centreville. Pond 1 is located along Symphony Way and Pond 2 is located along Overture Way. The ponds were constructed in 2003 but were not required to provide aquatic benches or vegetation other than grass. 

Enhancements include: installation of gravel bars in fore-bays, excavating a portion from pond bottom to construct planting shelves around pond edges and installing plant material. Water quality will be improved, as the gravel bars (made up of clay and river cobble) in the fore-bays lengthen the flow path, allowing sediment and debris to settle out. Flows will then crest the existing riprap weir and enter the main cell of the pond. Creation of wetland plantings along the entire perimeter of the fore-bay and pond slopes in pond 2 will allow nutrient uptake, establish a riparian buffer, a passive recreation area and additional aquatic and terrestrial wildlife habitat.

Pond 2 construction of gravel bars and planting shelf is complete and plantings are ongoing. Pond 1 construction has not yet begun.

New Federal Strategy for Bay Cleanup

A year ago President Obama signed an executive order directing federal agencies to take the lead in cleaning up the Bay.  This was good news as the Bay watershed covers parts of six states and all need to cooperate in the restoration effort. However, the wheels of government grind exceedingly slow. On May 12 a Federal strategy was released in which EPA, which is assigned to coordinate Federal Bay restoration efforts, is scheduled to complete a Bay Cleanup Plan by the end of the year and follow it up with new regulations and stepped up inspections and enforcement. In the meantime the Chesapeake Clean Water and Ecosystem Restoration Act of 2009 introduced in October by MD Sen. Ben Cardin (S1816) and MD Rep. Elijah Cummings (HR 3852) is still floating around in Congress. This legislation would give the states and EPA more regulatory authority to assure that Bay restoration proceeds on schedule and provide for substantial penalties if restoration goals are not met. Stay tuned!

Save This Date
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The fifth annual Corsica River Awareness Day will be held at Bloomfield Farm on Saturday, Sept. 18 from Noon to 4PM. We are already busy planning an event that will break the attendance record of 900 set last year.  We plan to offer additional activities for participants this year including getting "Hooked on Fishing" for kids at the new pond, a Fun Run on the farm and a volunteer planting event. We will again have music by the ‘Chester River Runoff’, food, pony rides, face painting, kid’s crafts, and house tours as well as a large number of interesting and educational environmental exhibits related to the Corsica River and its watershed. Watch the CRC website for details. 
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