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Jan. 2010

Dear Members and Friends of the Corsica, 

Restoring the Corsica River has proven to be a daunting task. However, progress is being made. Public participation in projects to clean up the river has increased. The town of Centreville has made substantial progress toward controlling urban stormwater runoff and will soon be opening the wharf area to public access. In 2009 CRC installed 50 additional rain gardens at private homes bringing the total to 173. Attendance at Awareness Day exceeded all expectations. It increased from 650 last year to over 900 this year. 
Enclosed is an annual membership envelope for you to fill out and return. CRC sends renewal requests only once each year.  If you are able to volunteer your time to help with the restoration of the Corsica, please indicate your area of interest on the envelope.  Also please be sure to include your e-mail address.  This allows you to receive timely updates and alerts throughout the year. If you have not received an update or alert from CRC in the past few months, we do not have your correct e-mail address on file.

CRC membership during the past year has grown from 425 to nearly 600 members (a 40% increase).  However, our aim is to reach every residence and business in the watershed.  So we have about another 1000 to go!  Therefore, I am asking each member to help this year by recruiting at least one new CRC member.  Membership is only $25 or whatever someone can afford to give.  We need to continue to build awareness through membership.  In addition, the size of our membership translates to more funding for on-the-ground projects to restore the Corsica.

Once again we are urging watershed residents to take the CRC challenge and not fertilize their lawns this spring (more details in the attached update).

Thank you for your continued support of the Corsica River Conservancy.  With your help we can continue to make a difference!

Sincerely,

Jim Malaro

President, Corsica River Conservancy

P.O Box 235, Centreville, MD  21617

www.corsicariverconservancy.org
E-mail: corsicariverconservancy@verizon.net
Membership contributions are tax-deductible under the Foundation for Community Partnerships, a 501(c) (3) non-profit organization, of which Corsica River Conservancy is a member.

Update from the CRC Board              Jan.2010

Highlights from the Past Six Months 

Awareness Day 

The fourth annual Corsica River Awareness Day, sponsored by CRC, QAC Parks and Recreation and the town of Centreville, was held at Bloomfield Farm on Saturday, Sept. 19. The event attracted over 900 people. The weather cooperated and provided us with a beautiful Saturday afternoon to enjoy the various activities at a treasured county property. Exhibits provided information on the watershed and other environmental issues.  In addition, we had live bluegrass music provided by ‘The Chester River Runoff’ as well as good food and several activities for children, including crafts and pony rides.
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Rain Gardens

Rain gardens continue to be an important focus of our efforts to reduce pollution flowing into in the Corsica River.  We have overseen the installation of 173 rain gardens in the Corsica River Watershed.  Although each garden is valued at up to $2000, homeowners in the Watershed are eligible to have a rain garden installed free, subject to availability of funding.  We plan to continue this program through 2010. If you are interested in having a rain garden installed on your property, please contact the Corsica River Conservancy at corsicariverconservancy@verizon.net.   If you have any questions or concerns about this program, please contact Debbie Pusey at debbiepusey@verizon.net; Steve Sharkey at stevesharkey@verizon.net or Cass Smith at cassmsmith@aol.com. For those who are unfamiliar with rain gardens, they are simply gardens consisting of native plants in amended soil to aid in the absorption of storm water runoff.  The absorbed water helps to replenish the groundwater supply, while the plant roots absorb excess nutrients. This process helps to decrease the amount of polluted water which enters our waterways. It’s a win-win situation. Homeowners get a beautiful garden to enhance their property while at the same time helping to restore the Corsica. 

Water Quality 

We completed our fifth year of the Corsica River monitoring program. When we set out on this venture in the spring of 2005 I doubt that any of us really anticipated the level of interest and commitment this effort would garner. We started with a half dozen testers and now have more that 20 active participants. New volunteers are always welcome. Contact any board member if you are interested in helping. We continue to see poor water clarity and frequently observe low levels of dissolved oxygen which is detrimental to aquatic life. Low dissolved oxygen is caused by decomposition of algae blooms produced by excess nitrogen and phosphorus in the river. A major contributor is spring fertilization of lawns. One very positive aspect is that there was no “fish kill” this year. There were major fish kills in 2005, 2006 and 2008. All data collected since 2005 is available for review on the CRC website.

Oyster Aquaculture

CRC led the Corsica's participation in the Maryland Grows Oysters (MGO) program.  The state provided cages and oyster spat on shells.  The cages were made by inmates at the MD Pre-release Unit in Church Hill.  The spat came from the state facility at Horn Point.  150 cages were distributed by CRC volunteers to 33 properties along the river.  The cages are suspended from piers so that they are just off the bottom and always covered by water.  The hosting volunteers periodically rinse the cages.  The oysters appear to be growing well.  They will be collected in about six months and deposited on the sanctuary oyster bars in the Corsica.
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Education & Outreach

CRC continues to focus on educating young people and instilling in them an awareness of the need to restore and preserve the river and the watershed. We are doing this through a series of programs aimed at students from 4th grade through high school. In early 2010 CRC will assist local high school students to prepare for the Maryland Envirothon.
Town of Centreville

In November the town of Centreville announced its intention is to open a portion of wharf area to public access. Opening the wharf area to the public will benefit area residents by providing them with much needed access to the river.  It will also help to raise citizen awareness of the river and serve as a reminder of our responsibility to restore and preserve it.

Work on two major stormwater projects is nearly complete.

(1) Route 213 Stormwater Retrofit for Gravel Run South

This project, which is 90% complete, provides for the direct disconnection of impervious surface from two main drainage pipes that lead from the curb and gutter system adjacent to the northern sections of Commerce and Liberty Streets. The total drainage area is approximately 17 acres of which approximately 2.2 acres is impervious surface related to Maryland Route 213. The project involves the reconfiguration of several manholes and redirection of stormwater to a Town owned parcel where a 20,000 ft2 wooded wetland has been built. Water quality improvements will be realized through a variety of processes associated with the constructed wetland system. The stormwater wetland provides for improved water quality, flood control, enhanced wildlife habitat, and educational opportunities. It will use several mechanisms to remove pollutants including sedimentation, filtration, adsorption, microbial activity, and plant uptake. 

(2) Coastal Plain Outfall for Gravel Run South

This recently completed project captures storm water runoff from rooftops, roadways and parking lots associated the commercial and government building and parking lots along Banjo Lane, Turpins Lane, and the town of Centreville’s public works yard along Banjo Lane. It drains approximately 10 acres.  At the point of discharge into Gravel Run, this high volume of runoff was untreated and high energy.  The existing open channel system was modified to improve water quality treatment, remove invasive species and establish a more natural system. Work consisted of modifications to an existing open channel and installation of a series of pools and weirs to convey water slowly down an existing slope. The outfall is a series of step pools bedded in sand, armored with sandstone and cobble, and planted with natural vegetation. This system dissipates high energy and removes suspended sediments and excess nutrients. 

Symphony Village

The response from Symphony village residents has been extraordinary. Forty Symphony Village residents had rain gardens installed this year bringing the total to nearly seventy installed over three years. In June, an Appreciation Day was held with over 90 residents celebrating the completion of a bioswale which was provided through a grant from the MD Department of Natural Resources (DNR) and facilitated by the efforts of CRC Board members Debbie Pusey and Steve Sharkey.  Banners thanking CRC and DNR were hung from balconies and a luncheon was served to the honorees, who included John McCoy Director, Ecosystem Restoration Center, DNR and the entire landscaping crew. The season ended with a "Putting your Garden to Bed" night with speakers including the landscaping contractor Dennis Radford, owner of International Landscape and Design, and Debbie Pusey and Jim Malaro addressing over 50 residents on both rain garden facts and the role of CRC plays in protecting the Watershed.  
In other news, residents have decided to eliminate the spring fertilization of the non-irrigated common areas and are developing a street tree planting plan which emphasizes planting native trees.   Residents are excited about a grant that will retrofit their stormwater ponds with more native vegetation to reduce erosion and sediment incursion into the streams surrounding the community.  They are organizing themselves by street to plant native trees and perennials on eroded slopes on the swales between their homes and look forward to taking on these projects in the spring.  The Corsica River Conservancy has played an important role in educating and energizing the community here.
Silk Farm Triathlon   

On 9/26/09 Steve and Pat Parkhurst hosted a Triathlon at their farm on Corsica Neck Road. Approximately 40 people competed. All of the proceeds ($400) were donated to CRC to support programs and activities designed to restore and preserve the Corsica River and its watershed.

Memorial Tree Planted

CRC honored Jeff Woodworth, Headmaster at Gunston School and CRC board member who passed away suddenly in May, with a tree and plaque planted in Millstream Park.  We expect Gunston School will continue to be a key participant in restoring the Corsica and building stewardship through its educational programs and presence on the River.

TMDL Public Meeting

CRC representatives attended a public information session held by EPA and the Maryland Departments of the Environment (MDE), Agriculture (MDA), and Natural Resources (DNR) at Chesapeake College in December.  This was one of several sessions held throughout the state to explain the new TMDL program designed to set and enforce Total Maximum Daily Loads for pollutants entering the Chesapeake Bay and its tributaries.

What’s New?
Centreville Waste Water Treatment Plant

In December, CRC sent a letter to the Centreville Town Council requesting that the Town refrain from releasing treated effluent from its waste water treatment plant directly into the River.  The Town has been using spray irrigation on its farm for several years.  However, per its current permit from MDE, it releases the effluent directly into the River during three months in the winter.  CRC believes that this practice creates undue risk of inadvertent pollution and contributes to earlier and more intense algae blooms.  We are asking the Town to always use spray irrigation unless weather conditions prohibit and holding lagoons are filled.

CRC to Receive Award

CRC has been selected by the Eastern Shore Land Conservancy (ESLC) to receive its Achievement Award at their Annual Conference on February 26th at Chesapeake College.  The award highlights the effectiveness of the cooperative effort among CRC, the County, the Town of Centreville and the state.  We are very gratified to receive this award.

New Federal Strategy for Bay Cleanup
Some hopeful news on the Federal level. In May President Obama signed an executive order directing Federal agencies to take the lead in cleaning up the Bay.  EPA was directed to take the lead in this effort. A draft strategy released in Nov. would require states in the Bay watershed to meet a series of two year milestones leading to final cleanup by 2020. The strategy includes several new initiatives and funds to support them. One is the Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) discussed above. In October MD Sen. Ben Cardin introduced legislation which would give the states and EPA more regulatory authority to assure that the goals are met. However, the legislation faces sharp opposition from lobbyists for farmers and developers. Gov. Martin O'Malley has asked for an extra $365 million from the president's 2011 budget, which will be released in February, to start implementing the Federal strategy.  CRC will be monitoring the program as it develops.

Awareness Day 

The fifth annual Corsica River Awareness Day will be held at Bloomfield Farm on Saturday, Sept. 18. CRC is already busy planning an event that will break the 
attendance record  set last year.  Watch the CRC website for details.
 Low-Maintenance Lawn:  Good for you. Good for the Bay.
Lawns are now the largest crop grown in the Chesapeake Bay watershed (more than 3.8 million acres covering a staggering 9.5% of the watershed’s total land area) and a principal source of Bay pollution. Each year area residents routinely over-fertilize their lawns. The excess nitrogen and phosphorus flows into rivers and the Bay creating “dead zones” where aquatic life (fish, crabs, and oysters) cannot survive. 

Studies show that most lawns should be fertilized only once a year in the fall. In fact, fertilization in Spring and Summer can actually harm your lawn by stressing the roots and making it less resistant to disease. Are you spending money for fertilizer your lawn doesn’t need and polluting our rivers and streams?  
Take the CRC challenge.  Adopt a Low-Maintenance Approach to Lawn Care. 
(1) Fertilize once in the Fall with a slow-release fertilizer1. 

(2) Keep the mowing height at 3”. This will shade out weeds and won’t 
      
     stress the roots. 

(3) Leave grass clippings on the lawn.  After 2 years, fertilization can be 
  
     reduced by 25%.This is called “Grasscycling”. 

Benefits include less expense, less mowing, less need for watering, a healthier lawn, a healthier Bay, and more time to watch the game.

For additional information, contact the University of Maryland Home and Garden Information Center  (1-800-342-2507 or www.hgic.umd.edu) 

1Note: if you apply crabgrass or weed inhibitor in the spring, be careful to buy products that contain only those ingredients.  Many products sold as inhibitors actually have fertilizer as their main ingredients.
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